IRC Rule Changes 2025

· Sail Measurement: Update to align with the 2025-2028 Equipment Rules of Sailing (ERS), specifying consistent batten characteristics for sail measurement
· Internal Ballast: Clarification that internal ballast must be fastened or bonded in place according to ERS definitions. Concerns had been raised about the fixing of internal ballast, with one particular example being ratchet straps, which is not considered a secure method. This issue also underscores the importance of adhering to the Offshore Special Regulations (OSR).
· Rotating Rig: Explicit addition of rotating rigs to rig factor considerations, and requirement for unusual rig features to be declared at any time.
· Sheeting of Sails: Headsails, flying headsails, or spinnakers cannot be sheeted from multiple points simultaneously.
· In-House Certification Measurer: Adjusted terminology to match the 2025-2028 ERS.
· Spare Headsails: Permits carrying multiple spare headsails onboard, only when using a single furling headsail.
· Stored Power: Clarification that stored power excludes power generated or accumulated by the crew while racing. Crews cannot top up accumulators before racing, but may do so while racing (racing as defined by RRS).
· Headsails and Flying Headsail Definition: Minor update in wording for consistency with the spinnaker definition.
